Introduced by Council Member Jones & Co-sponsored by CM Yarborough & Carter:
RESOLUTION 2013-84
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND Celebrating THE LIFE OF MELTON JENKINS, JR., FOUNDER OF JACKSONVILLE’S JENKINS QUALITY BARBECUE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
noteworthy culinary creations can be as lasting a contribution to a community as its architecture, its social fabric or its roster of eminent citizens; and

WHEREAS,
for 55 years, Jenkins Barbecue, slathered in Jenkins’ secret mustard-based sauce, has been a venerable mainstay in Jacksonville, satisfying the palate of those who have sought and savored a unique Southern fare that attracts laborers, teachers, students, firemen, lawyers, tourists and countless others; and

WHEREAS,
sadly, the founder of Jenkins Quality Barbecue, Melton Jenkins, Jr., died on January 2, 2013 after a long illness; and
WHEREAS, a Jacksonville native, Melton Jenkins, Jr. was a high school drop-out who eventually sought and earned a diploma at night school while his children were young; and

WHEREAS,
though he worked numerous jobs such as the shipyards in the 1940s, his passion and dream were cooking and in 1957, with “God, a dream and $125.00,” he and his wife, the late Willie Mae Jenkins, opened the first Jenkins Quality Barbecue on Kings Road in Northwest Jacksonville; and
WHEREAS,
over the years, Jenkins Quality Barbecue thrived, largely through the keen entrepreneurial navigation of Melton Jenkins who opted to purchase rather than lease buildings that housed his growing enterprise, who kept his menu simple, and whose advertising consisted of “word of mouth” and on the aroma of ribs cooked on an oak wood pit that wafted through the neighborhood; and
WHEREAS,
Melton Jenkins, Jr. was a family man, a church going man, an aspiring pillar of the community who never forgot his humble beginnings, who set a sterling example of gratitude by his and his family’s generous support of causes such as the Girl Scouts, the Boy Scouts, the James Weldon Johnson branch of the YMCA, the Little League, the Bridge of Northeast Florida and WJCT’s Read to Learn Program to cite a few; and

WHEREAS,
Jenkins Quality Barbecue in Jacksonville bears the name of a good and decent man whose infectious smile, warmth and generosity accounted for countless friends and admirers, it is fitting that we mourn his passing and celebrate his exceedingly successful life; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby mourn the passing and celebrate the life of Melton Jenkins, Jr., founder of Jacksonville’s Jenkins Quality Barbecue, and extend its condolences to his family, friends and associates.






Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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